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The Baltic Sea Region Bioenergy Promotion project 2009 - 2012. Promotion for sustainably produced
bioenergy as a growing business in the Baltic Sea Region.

Big Potential in Bioenergy
The Finnish Minister of Agriculture and
Forestry Sirkka-Liisa Anttila considered the
challenges and possibilities of bioenergy in the
new decade in Finland as well as in other
countries in the Baltic Sea Region. She sees
big potential in wood energy and bio gas.
Read more here ->

COP15 conference, Copenhagen
The hoped-to-be historical event, uniting the
world in a common action, acclaimed
Hopenhagen.
Read more here ->

SUSTAINABLE USE OF FOREST
BIOENERGY - Possibilities and
boundaries seminar
A seminar was organised on November 24th
2009 concerning Bioenergy Promotion
–project’s task 3.1: Developing sustainability
criteria for biomass supply and use.
Read more here ->

Work Package 3 - Policy
In the Bioenergy Promotion project, the WP 3
supports the development of coherent national
and (sub)regional policies promoting the
sustainable supply and use of biomass for
heating and cooling purposes, electricity
generation, and as a transport fuel in the Baltic
Sea Region (BSR).
Read more here ->

Invitation - Capacity
Development Workshop
11th of March 2010
Read more here

Invitation - Transnational stakeholder
workshop 12th of March
2010
Read more here

Project information
dissemination activities
in Latvia
Read more here

Event information
Check out the up-coming events.
Read more here
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Big Potential in Bioenergy
The Finnish Minister of Agriculture and Forestry Sirkka-Liisa Anttila considered the challenges and
possibilities of bioenergy in the new decade in Finland as well as in other countries in the Baltic
Sea Region. She sees big potential in wood energy and bio gas.
The hot topics at the moment are climate change,
sustainable climate politics and development,
globalization, climate conference and emissions. All
these words can be more or less combined with
bioenergy. The Minister was requested to share her
thoughts on these current topical issues.

Along new decade we need to check the goals for the
bioenergy production and use, if we wish to promote bioenergy. “Wood energy offers great
possibilities in heat, power and biofuel production”, says Minister Anttila. “In order to increase
the current use we have to create good technical and economical conditions, and make sure that
working methods are environmentally sound. To achieve the goals, both carrots and sticks are
needed, for example, in taxation of coal use.”
Sustainable ways of working are fundamental
The Bioenergy Promotion project emphasises international cooperation especially in the Baltic
Sea Region. As general targets, Minister Anttila sees technology cooperation, expertise
exchange, education, and common markets. “Great potential lies on agriculture and there is a lot
to learn from each other. I believe we will see a wave of big development soon. Therefore, it is
of utmost importance to find a joint sustainable way of working.“
One of the goals of the Bioenergy Promotion project is to disseminate the information about local
best practices and cases on national and international level. The Minister sees that many
important national scale projects are going on currently. “All this needs to be brought on the
international level, too, because we could utilise better and faster exchange of know-how from
other countries.“
All in all, technology development, cooperation and communication, expertise exchange, for
example, are the key factors in the new decade. We have to act together. As for the future,
minister Anttila finds peoples choices, development of cooperation, and the use of natural
resources in a sustainable way most significant matters.

Elina Ojala, Motiva

Pictures: Image bank, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
http://www.mmm.fi/fi/index/ministerio/kuvapankki.html
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COP15 conference, Copenhagen
The hoped-to-be historical event, uniting the world in a common action, acclaimed Hopenhagen.
Conference on Climate Change of the Parties to the
UN Framework in Copenhagen, COP15 - gathered
over 120 leaders of countries around the globe.
Among the 193 participating United Nations
members, all the mayor world economies were
present. The goal behind this event was to create a
basis for all nations to ensure that the global
temperature rises by no more than two degrees
Celsius by 2050. And the great hope is that
together the nations can prevent the worst effects
of the global climate change.
Bioenergy Promotion Project has been represented
at COP15, by our project partner SPEKTRUM and
the supporting company ConVoco.

With the controversy heated up at the outset of the
event, on whether the global warming can be accounted to the human activity, and whether the
temperature of the globe raises at all, the 14 days' talks were held; sealed off from the critics’
voices and amid the protests just outside the conference venue.
The hot issues included: the Kyotan division of the world into the developed and developing
countries; funding for the most vulnerable countries to adapt to the climate change; need for
transparency and monitoring of the emission reductions and the negotiation process itself.
The very much hoped for effective climate deal has not resulted from the conference. Hence, in
the eyes of many it has turned out to be a Flopenhagen. Others, like the UN climate chief, stress
the positive balance of the event: "it didn’t bake the cake for a treaty, but it provided all the
ingredients for the next climate conference to do so".
Bioenergy Promotion Project has been represented at COP15, the Conference on Climate Change
of the Parties to the UN Framework in Copenhagen, by our project partner SPEKTRUM and the
supporting company ConVoco. The newly produced BP project brochure has been distributed at
a stand in the entrance hall.

Sylwia Klatka, ConVoco

Powered by e-maileri

SUSTAINABLE USE OF FOREST BIOENERGY - Possibilities and
boundaries seminar
A seminar was organised on November 24th 2009 concerning Bioenergy Promotion –project’s
task 3.1: Developing sustainability criteria for biomass supply and use.
The purpose of the seminar was to get information about the latest research results of Finnish
forest bioenergy for the defining criteria of sustainable use. The presentations given in the
seminar, covered topics included from the FFRI research program “Bioenergy from forests".
Subjects of the presentations and presenters were:
Hannu Ilvesniemi: Bioenergy resources in Finnish Forests
Jyrki Hytönen: Intensive production of woody biomass
Pekka Tamminen: Energy wood harvesting and nutrient balances
Juha Siitonen: Preserving biodiversity in bioenergy harvesting
Tuula Piri: Effects of energy wood harvesting on forest damages
Hannu Ilvesniemi: Criteria for sustainable forest bioenergy production
Michael Krug: Perspectives of using the research findings for the further work in Bioenergy
Promotion
Bioenergy resources in the Finnish forests are remarkable and therefore there are important
restrictions and boundaries in forest harvesting. These are based on the ecological influences
and also on practical and economical restrictions. One way to avoid threats is the prudence
principle and by following it, we are able to ensure the availability of forest resources until we
have enough information available about the sustainable use of forest bioenergy.
The presentations are available in Bioenergy Promotion and Tapio websites.

Timo Weckroth, Licentiate in Forestry
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Work Package 3 - Policy
In the Bioenergy Promotion project, the WP 3 supports the development of coherent national
and (sub)regional policies promoting the sustainable supply and use of biomass for heating and
cooling purposes, electricity generation, and as a transport fuel in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR).
Under Task 3.1 which has a cross-cutting function, key principles and criteria for sustainable
bioenergy are being developed taking into account ongoing international, national and regional
initiatives. The other three tasks assess how these key principles and criteria are or might be
effectively translated into national and (sub-)regional policy frameworks providing respective
policy guidance.
Task 3.2 assesses existing sustainability certification systems and provides proposals for their
optimization. The rationale of Task 3.3 is to stimulate knowledge transfer and policy learning
across the BSR and to encourage policy actors to develop coherent national strategies supporting
sustainable production and use of bioenergy. The task provides policy guidance referring to the
formulation and implementation of the national Renewable Energy Action Plans and related
bio-energy strategies.
Task 3.4 assesses how sustainability principles and criteria can be integrated into (sub-) regional
policy frameworks. Here, a new sub-task has been recently added which is only indirectly related
to the other tasks of WP3: the development of a methodology which allows to better assess real
forest biomass use for bioenergy.
So far, most efforts have been dedicated to the activities under Task 3.1. To this purpose two
workshops and one cross-fertilization seminar were held in Sweden and Finland. The concluding
report under this task is presently under development. Further documents currently under
elaboration include a lifecycle analysis for small-scale biomass use, an EU policy assessment, a
policy guidance paper Promoting sustainable bioenergy production and consumption in the
context of national Renewable Energy Action Plans, and a number of (sub-) regional policy
showcases. In March 2010, two workshops will be held in Berlin under Task 3.2 and 3.3. More
information can be found from the news.

Michael Krug, Freie Universität Berlin
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Invitation - Capacity Development Workshop:
Strategies to support sustainable bioenergy use in the framework of the Renewable
Energy Action Plans (Task 3.3)
On March 11, 2010, the German Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety (BMU) in co-operation with the Environmental Policy Research Centre (FFU) of the
Freie Universität Berlin and the Agency for Renewable Resources (FNR) will organize a Capacity
Development Workshop in Berlin targeting both national policy makers and planners from the
BSR responsible for REAP development, particularly in the area of bioenergy, and BP project
partners.

The event will be organized together with the INTERREG project 4Biomass. It has a focus on
stationary uses of biomass for electricity and heat production (including bioliquids). The topics to
be highlighted include:
• Sustainability risks and undesirable developments of increased bioenergy production and
consumption in the Baltic Sea Region;
• Support schemes for bioheat, bioelectricity and biogas (integration of sustainability principles
and criteria, lessons from good practices);
• Policy strategies to support sustainable biomass mobilization (lessons from good practices).
A detailed agenda will be published soon on the Bioenergy Promotion website.
For more information, please contact:
Dörte Ratzmann (BMU), doerte.ratzmann@bmu.bund.de or
Michael Krug (FFU), mikrug@t-online.de
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Invitation - Trans-national stakeholder workshop:
Certification systems for transport biofuels (Task 3.2)
On March 12, 2010, the Agency for Renewable Resources (FNR) and the German Ministry for
the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) will organize a trans-national
stakeholder workshop on certification systems for transport biofuels in Berlin. The event will be
organized together with the INTERREG project 4Biomass.
The topics to be highlighted include
• The sustainability criteria for transport biofuels and bioliquids contained in the EU RES Directive
and their transposition/implementation in the EU Member States;
• The respective systems for verification of compliance and enforcement.
The workshop targets the whole range of involved stakeholders (e.g. policy makers, planners,
biofuel producers, traders, other business stakeholders, verifiers, researchers etc.), and
Bioenergy Promotion project partners. The number of participants is limited.
A detailed agenda will be published soon on the Bioenergy Promotion website.
For more information, please contact:
Aino Martikainen (FNR), a.martikainen@fnr.de.
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Information dissemination activities in Latvia
State Ltd Vides projekti and Latvian State Forest Research Institute Silava, under WP2 Information Dissemination, organized knowledge competition Forests – the source of energy for
primary School students .
The aim was to learn to taste, feel and see the world of the forests, pay attention to forests and
inform Latvia pilot regions Tukums and Jelgava primary school students about forest and
alternative energy matters.
Students answered a forest questionnaire in class groups. Two winners were announced:
Livberzes high school and Aizupes primary school. As for the price, two practical work shops
were organized for the winners by the State Forest service Consultancy: The collage of forest;
Under forest and Managing the forest.

Aija Zučika, Vides projekti
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Event information
Bioenergy Promotion up-coming project meetings and conferences
- Internal project meeting WP 3, March 10th, 2010, Berlin, Germany
- Capacity Development Workshop, March 11th 2010, Berlin, Germany
- Trans-national stakeholder workshop, March 12th 2010, Berlin, Germany
- Facilitation workshop, May 10th - 12th 2010, Gdańsk, Poland
- Joint Workshop WP 4 and WP3 (Task 3.4), November 2-5/(6), 2010
- Bioenergy Promotion second project conference, November 23rd - 25th, Kaunas,
Lithuania (preliminary information)

